
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DeMotte 
Elementary 

 

February 2017 
 

 

 

 

PAW  
PRINTS 

 

 

 

 

What You can Do to Help 

Your Child Succeed 
1) Start each day right; a calm beginning at 

home makes the whole day much better. 
2) Encourage your child to eat a good breakfast 

and lunch.  Make certain your child sleeps 
the right amount of time (usually at least 8 
hours). 

3) Have a special place to put your child’s 
schoolwork when it is brought home and 
provide a quiet place for homework. 

4) Laugh and talk with your child about school 
experiences, and listen attentively to what 
your child says. 

5) Stress attendance. If the child is ill, home 
in bed is the best place.  Otherwise your child 
needs to take advantage of every school day. 

6) Keep the lines of communication open 
between you and your child’s teacher. 

7) Take your child to the library and encourage 
reading for pleasure. 

8)  Stress organization of books and materials.  
Pack the book bag the night before. 

9)  Have conversations with your child about  
 10)  Support the school and your child’s teacher. 
 

eLearning Day is Friday, 
 February 17th 

Students work online at home 
  Snow Makeup Day 

(SEE ATTACHED PARENT INFORMATION) 
 

From Our Kitchen to yours –   
FUN FACT:  February is Children’s Dental Health 
Month.  According to The American Academy of Pediatrics 
Dentistry of Oral and Health, Chocolate milk can actually 
help protect teeth against cavities.  How you ask? 
Because the milk clears from the mouth faster than 
other sweet foods and the calcium, phosphorous, and 
cocoa in chocolate milk may actually protect teeth 
against cavities.  

  

 

Dear Parents, 
We need your help in making sure students 
arrive to school on time. This helps to set them 
up for success later on in life when they know 
they have to be punctual for a job or for an 
appointment. If your child comes after 8:50, an 
adult must sign him/her in at the office. 
Tardiness results in consequences such as recess 
or after school detentions. Excessive tardiness 
must be reported to appropriate agencies.  
Please have your child here on time at school. 
Students that ride the bus are never counted 
late.  
 

Second, we receive a large number of late 
afternoon calls with changes for transportation 
home. It would help greatly if you would send a 
note to school in the morning telling us if your 
child is being picked up or riding the bus home. 
Be sure to put your child’s name and teacher’s 
name on the note. Last minute changes cause 
disruption for our students, office staff, and bus 
drivers. 

- Thank you for your help 

3rd Grade Testing 
Each year Indiana third grade students 
participate in several days of required 
testing.  It is of utmost importance that 
students are in school ready to take the 
tests.  The state of Indiana has given us the 
following days to complete the tests.   
 
Testing Windows 
ISTEP Applied Skills February 27-March 10 
IREAD 3 March 13-17 
ISTEP Multiple Choice April 17-May 5   

 

Kindergarten Registration 
Registration for students entering 
Kindergarten next year will take place on 
April 4th and 5th.  Students entering 
kindergarten must be age 5 before  
August 1, 2017. (See our website for times.)           

 



   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Paw Prints  

EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING  Kankakee Valley School 
Corporation utilizes a service that contacts families by 
telephone in the event of emergency school closing.  It 
is crucial that we have the correct telephone number in 
order to reach families in a timely manner. 
1. If school is canceled due to emergency or severe 
weather, it will be broadcast over these radio stations:  
WRIN-1560 or WLQI -97 FM Rensselaer,  WZVN - 107 FM 
Lowell, WNWI -1080 AM Valparaiso, WAKE - 1500 AM or 
WLJE - 105.5 FM Valparaiso, WKVI-1520 AM or  99.3 FM - 
Knox, WAZY- 96.5 FM - Lafayette.  
2.   If school must be dismissed early during the day, 
students will be dismissed as soon as the buses arrive.  
Radio stations will be called to alert parents that 
children will be coming home early.   Children will be 
sent home on their regular bus for early dismissal unless 
parents provide other written instructions.  Students 
cannot make phone calls for early dismissal, nor can 
school personnel call for them.  It is the responsibility of 
parents to provide a safe plan for their child if school is 
dismissed during the school day. 
3. Information about school delays or cancellations  
will be posted on the Kankakee Valley School 
Corporation website.  We attempt to have the 
information posted by 5:30 a.m.  You will find the 
information at www.kv.k12.in.us . 
 

GIFTS FOR STUDENTS  We discourage the delivery or 
giving of special gifts to students during the school day 
such as birthday presents, flowers or balloons.   Balloons 
are not allowed on the school bus. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 
February 1, PTO Meeting 

February 3, PTO’s Me & My Guy Dance   
February 17, e-Learning Day 

February 20, President’s Day-No School 
February 23, Spring Picture Day 

 

 
 

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 
 

PTO Meeting 
The next PTO meeting will be on  
February 1st at 4:00 pm in the DES Media Center.  
All parents are encouraged to attend.   

 

Reminders  
MAKE-UP WORK  Students are responsible to ask 
the teacher for make-up work following an 
absence.  Generally, for excused absences, a 
student is allowed one day to make up work for 
each day they were absent.  However, if the work 
was given before the absence, it is due upon 
return.  If parents wish to get homework for a 
child who is absent, the request must be made 
before 10:00 a.m.  When make-up work is 
requested, it is usually available after 3:00 p.m. 
in the school office.  Homework for absent 
students will not be sent unless it is requested.  
Students who fail to complete make up work 
assignments will receive a grade of zero for the 
assignment.  For unexcused absences, students 
may be required to complete make up work for no 
credit.  Make up work or homework will not be 
given ahead of time for planned absences.   
 
EXCUSES FROM PHYSICAL EDUCATION  Students 
are expected to participate in physical education.  
In order to be excused from P.E., a written excuse 
from parents or doctor must be presented.  One 
parental excuse will be allowed each semester. 
Excuses for an extended time must be from the 
doctor.  Doctor’s orders will always supersede any 
parental note. 

 
ATTENDANCE  Consistent attendance is expected 
of all students and is a major factor in achieving 
academic success.  Indiana laws also require 
school attendance.  Attendance is recorded once 
in the morning and again in the afternoon.  
Generally, students are marked as present, 
absent (excused and unexcused), tardy, or left 
early.  The only excusable absence is for illness 
or for death in the family. 
 
Upon returning to school from an absence, the 
student should bring a note stating the reason 
for the absence.  If a note is not brought for an 

absence, that absence will be considered 
unexcused.  Make up work will be required, 
but the child may receive a grade of zero. 
 

Preschool Applications 
Applications for next year are available in 

our office starting February 1st. 

They are due March 1st. 

http://www.kv.k12.in.us/

